
MARYLEBONE BIRDWATCHING SOCIETY 

 

Minutes of the 37th Annual General Meeting held on Friday 21st September 

2018 at Gospel Oak Methodist Church 

1. Welcome and apologies 

The Chairman welcomed members of whom 34 were in attendance. Apologies were 

received from Joyce Huggins and Anne Charvet. 

 

2. Minutes of the last AGM held on 19th January 2018 

The minutes were approved. 

 

3. Matters arising from the minutes Nil 

 

4. Chairman’s report on the Society’s activities in the 2017/18 season:  Steve Ripley 

Full report as prepared by Steve also available. 

The 2017/18 season provided a varied programme. The membership is strong with 140 

members last season. The programme included the Hampstead Heath walks, local 

outings, coach outings and indoor meetings.  

 

Even though the price of the coach outings increased attendance was good (average of 

35 people) and the coach trips covered their costs. A new pick up point at Euston caused 

by the HS2 works did not affect the smooth running of the outings. Toni Menezes made a 

video of one of the visits which was uploaded by Marion to MBS website. Thanks were 

offered to Andrew who led the coach outings.  

Joyce led an excellent range of local outings and managed the challenges including the 

cancellation of the Two Tree Island trip because of bad weather and ‘an unusual absence 

of birds’ and the Blue House Farm visit because of an absence of trains. The local outing 

to Amwell proved very popular. Joyce was thanked in her absence. 

Once again Gaye provided a varied Indoor Meeting programme with visits to Essex, 

Sussex, Dorset, Sri Lanka and South East Spain. Tom Mason enthralled us with how he 

photographed owls in Serbia and the Wader Quest team told us about their amazing 

work for wader conservation around the world. When one of the speakers cancelled, our 

own David Allen gave an entertaining talk on bird field guides and literature relating to 

birds. A record 40 people came to the September meeting but numbers fell subsequently 

and we are always looking to attract new people to attend so please tell your friends 

about the indoor meeting programme. 

Marion continued to work hard to publicize the Society and also continued in her 

administrative role in relation to the coach trips. 

Meg Game led weekly walks on the Heath an activity which is always well attended and 

remains a good advert for new members. 



In addition to thanks to all those who contribute to the programme of activities, thanks 

were also offered to Jean Clarke, our membership secretary, Judy Powell, our treasurer 

and Frances Tatnall, Secretary. 

In relation to data protection legislation, the membership was advised that we have 

checked our use of members’ data and we feel that we are fully compliant with the new 

regulation. 

Toni Menezes, Dawn Painter, David Allen and Catherine Starling were thanked for their 

sterling work on our original Bird List database and its BirdTrack successor. Our input 

into Birdtrack is still something of a work in progress, but it will be a way in which our bird 

trip information can contribute to the bigger picture of bird conservation information. 

Each season there is a ‘bird theme’ and this year was the ‘hawfinch season’ with Marion 

finally catching sight of these birds in Ruislip Woods. And finally following such a 

wonderful summer with opportunities to look at clear blue skies it was suggested that our 

bird watching motto for this season should be ‘Look up!’ 
 

5. Treasurer’s report:  Judy Powell 

This year provided a positive balance of £900. The coach bookings, always an area of 

financial concern, provided a positive balance. The net assets of the Society are £7153 

which shows that we are in good financial health. The Dreda Farrell legacy is now fully 

spent and thanks were offered to her executors for funding a series of lectures. As yet 

this year’s accounts have not been examined by Richard Campbell. This will be done 

shortly and a letter issued. The accounts were approved.  
 

6. Election of auditor/examiner 

Richard Campbell was nominated as the examiner of the accounts by Steve Ripley and 

seconded by Barbara Luke and agreed by the membership. 
 

7. Hampstead Heath Consultative Committee representative report: Gaye Henson 

As our representative on the HHCC, it is good to be able to input to decision making on 

issues concerning the Heath and the committee as a whole are always very supportive 

regarding wildlife and conservation. There have been no particularly controversial items 

over the last season. It has been particularly encouraging to see how the areas affected 

by the ponds’ project have recovered and the new planting has been magnificent. 
 

8. Election of the committee 

The current members of the committee are standing for re-election, proposed by Barbara 

Luke and seconded by Nick Moore and accepted by the membership. 
 

9. Any other business 

• Weekend trips away – Jean Clarke: In completing their membership forms many 

members have expressed an interest in weekend trips away. We already have a 

trip to Wales planned for May and would consider a trip to Norfolk in the autumn.  

• Catering rota – Members were asked if they would join the catering rota for the 

indoor meetings. So far Jean, Steve, Frances and Neville Robinson are taking 

part. Helen McCulloch offered to fill in the gaps. 

• Marion’s help – Val Dunn asked if anyone had offered to help Marion with her 

duties. Charlie Farrell offered to assist with BirdTrack. 

Barbara Luke offered a vote of thanks to the committee.  

                                                                                               Frances Tatnall, Secretary MBS.  


