Big Cat to the Rescue
April 2004

Our spring visit to Dungeness last week included a bit of excitement as a Big Cat had to come to our rescue. The coach's front wheels sank into the deceptively un-solid ground on arrival at the Observatory. In the event, our stay there was extended only by half an hour, weather was fine and we had good views of Wheatears and female Black Redstart. We were considering setting off for the RSPB Reserve on foot, when we saw the impressive Big Cat recovery vehicle arrive and, joined by all the other visitors - birdwatchers, lighthouse viewers and railway enthusiasts - we watched the remarkably swift and efficient rescue operation and climbed onto the coach for the next stage of our trip. On the reserve we saw many varieties of waterbirds including Goldeneye, mourned the lack of Corn Bunting and Yellowhammer which we used to see there regularly and enjoyed the sun shining on the shingle, reed and water landscape.
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