Group Visit to St Anne’s, Lancashire. May 2009

Twelve members of the Society visited St Anne’s-on-the-Sea, Lancashire for a long weekend from 15th to 18th May.   This was our fourth visit to the area and our third staying at the Fairmile hotel, so several members of the party had a good idea of what birds we might see there.


Our previous visits have been led jointly by Len Blacow and Bob Stringer.   Although the dates were checked with both leaders in advance, Len had to drop out when he was required to work that weekend.   So Bob led the trip on his own.


He came round to the hotel on the Friday evening and asked what birds we particularly wanted to see.   Ring ouzel were ruled out as he had not yet succeeded in locating any this season.   But he was willing to try for everything else on our wish list.   He had managed to pick up the minibus that evening and offered to take us out straightaway to look for barn owl.    


This we did, and although we did not see any barn owls, a very obliging little owl posed for a long time some distance away and then sat on a nearby telegraph pole, so we all had an excellent view of it.   We saw over 20 other birds that evening, including grey and red-legged partridge and a number of corn buntings.


Over the next two days we visited a variety of habitats from scrapes and estuary mud to Hawthornthwaite Fell in the Trough of Bowland.   On our two visits to different parts of the Fell we saw both short-eared owl and hen harrier hunting as well as a family of red grouse half hidden in the heather.   A riverside walk in woodland brought us to an obliging dipper and an hour spent in another sunny bluebell wood gave us clear views of a pied flycatcher at a nestbox, and rather more fleeting sightings of redstart.   An ordinary field yielded a cuckoo sitting on a fence post and several spotted flycatchers.   Sheltering from a shower in the minibus by an organic farm, we saw tree sparrows and yellowhammers, as well as grey and red-legged partridge.   We enjoyed a group of black-tailed godwit, some showing the orange of their summer plumage, taking a rest from their migration in a shallow pool.   In a quarry we had partial views of a peregrine falcon on the nest, while a group of young ravens moved noisily around the bushes.

   A visit to Leighton Moss gave us a spoonbill feeding in front of a hide as well as marsh harrier, bullfinch and, for a lucky few, a bearded tit.  A dash to the Martonmere reserve, at the back of a caravan park, at the end of the day on Saturday, paid off with superb views of black tern.

These are just the highlights.   Ducks, geese, gulls, whimbrel, hirundines, nuthatches, treecreepers, warblers, grey wagtails and even the colourful cockerels which scratch around on the outskirts of the village of Pilling all added to our enjoyment.   We had a little rain, but the weather was generally kind and certainly better than forecast.   Bob was an excellent leader, keen to find the bird and to get everyone on to it.   The Fairmile is a fairly basic seaside hotel; but we are given a warm welcome there and it is the owners who organise the minibus.   We shall almost certainly be back.

