Report on the MBS local field outing to Two Tree Island, 13 February 2010. 

Nine members of the Marylebone Birdwatching Society headed, by car or on foot, to the car park on Two Tree Island and were subsequently joined by two others.


Those of us who walked down were rewarded with views of teal, redshank, lapwing, curlew and little grebe on the way.   Similar birds were seen by those who were watching from the bridge by the car park while waiting for us.

    
The morning was relatively quiet, though we heard or saw finches, pipits, a probable reed bunting, great and blue tits and a green woodpecker.   The highlight was the excellent view of a kingfisher fishing from a hide.   


The tide was almost right in, but it was still worth while pausing at the jetty, where we had good views of Brent Geese, a wader which we eventually decided was an immature grey plover, a distant flock of waders, and some turnstone and common gulls sitting out high water on a boat.


We moved on fairly quickly to the hide overlooking the scrape at the far end of the island.   One of the islands was completely covered in waders, most of which were knot.   We also enjoyed good views of grey plover, ringed plover, oystercatcher, dunlin, about 60 avocets, a black-tailed godwit feeding right in front of the hide, a distant heron and some small passerines which were too far away to identify.

In the hour that we were there, we were treated several times to the spectacular sight of hundreds (probably well over a thousand)  knot and dunlin which took off and surged in front of us, wheeling to and fro in the sky, turning into and away from the sun, forming shapes, as roosting starlings do.   The sound of their wingbeats was a treat in itself.     They would settle for ten minutes or so, then give us another fly-past, though we did not see what provoked them to surge into the air when they did.    

