
MBS Coach Trip Highlights 1998-2009 by Main Site 


(based on available information)


Dungeness RSPB, Kent.  Grid Ref: TR0818


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


29/03/2009
Slavonian Grebe, Black Redstart, Wheatear and Ruff were


seen by most. Raptors included Merlin and Marsh 


Harrier. Swallows and Sand Martins were also about.


Total number of birds seen
57


02/04/2005
Black-necked grebe; Marsh harrier; Avocet; Little gull; Water pipit; Yellow wagtail; Black redstart; Wheatear; Cetti's Warbler and a flock of about 200 Linnet.


Total number of birds seen
68


27/03/2004
A good variety of ducks including Pintail; Long-tailed duck and Goldeneye. Merlin; Avocet; Golden plover; Guillemot; Black redstart; Stonechat and  Wheatear were also seen.


Total number of birds seen
65


29/03/2003
Slavonian Grebe; Black-necked Grebe; Fulmar; Pintail; 


Goldeneye; Hen Harrier; Water Rail; Black Redstart; 


Wheatear; Cetti's Warbler and Lesser Whitethroat.

Total number of birds seen
75


27/03/1999
Slavonian Grebe; Black-necked Grebe; Pintail; 


Garganey; Long-tailed Duck; Goldeneye; Smew; 


Goosander; Ruff; Black Redstart; Redstart; Wheatear; 


Firecrest and Yellowhammer.

Total number of birds seen
71


28/03/1998
Goldeneye; Smew; Red-breasted Merganser; 


Merlin; Mediterranean gull; Black redstart; Redstart; 


Wheatear; Yellowhammer and Corn bunting.


Total number of birds seen
72


Elmley Marshes RSPB, Kent.  Grid Ref:  TQ9568


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


31/01/2009
Most of the group enjoyed seeing a Barn Owl, Peregrine, 


Merlin and Marsh Harrier. Waders included Grey Plover, 


Snipe and Turnstones. There was a good variety of duck 


species in good numbers including Red-breasted 


Merganser, Pintail and Wigeon.


Total number of birds seen
63


Farlington Marshes, Hampshire.  Grid Ref:

Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


25/10/2003
Goldeneye; Red-breasted Merganser; Avocet; Spotted 


Redshank; Wood Sandpiper; Rock Pipit and Twite.

Total number of birds seen
66

Fingringhoe Wick, Essex.  Grid Ref: TM0519


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


13/05/2006
Abberton Reservoir, 
Cuckoo; Nightingale; Lesser Whitethroat; and 


 Essex.  Grid 
Yellowhammer. Also seen were a female Adder, a Grass 


Ref: TL9618
Snake and a Weasel.


Total number of birds seen
64


20/11/2004
Abberton Reservoir, 
72 species of birds were spotted. Highlights included - 


 Essex.  Grid 
Goldeneye; Red-breasted merganser; Marsh harrier; 


Ref: TL9618
Avocet; Turtle dove; Short-eared owl; Kingfisher; and 


Bullfinch.


Total number of birds seen
73


22/05/2004
Abberton Reservoir, 
In total 77 bird species were seen. Highlights included 


 Essex.  Grid 
Goldeneye; Marsh harrier; Whimbrel; Cuckoo; Yellow 


Ref: TL9618
wagtail; Nightingale; Common whitethroat and Lesser 


whitethroat.


Total number of birds seen
77


16/11/2002
In total the group saw 65 species of birds. Various ducks 


included Goldeneye, Red-breasted Merganser and 


Goosander. Golden and Grey Plover were seen and so 


was Firecrest and Bullfinch


Total number of birds seen
65
Langstone Harbour RSPB,  Hampshire.  Grid Reference  

SU6903


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


29/11/2008
Black-necked Grebe, Pintail, Goldeneye and 


Red-breasted Merganser seen. A variety of waders 


including Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, Common 


Sandpiper and Turnstone were all spotted. Kingfisher, 


Rock Pipit, Grey Wagtail and Stonechat were also seen.


Total number of birds seen
60


Minsmere RSPB,  Suffolk.  Grid Reference  TM4767


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


30/05/2009
Raptors included Marsh Harrier and Hobby. Some of the 


group enjoyed good views of Bittern and/or Bearded Tit 


and a Kittiwake was spotted. Common, Arctic and Little 


Tern were all seen by the group. Swifts, Swallows, House 


and Sand Martin were all about in good numbers. A Grass


 Snake was also spotted along with a variety of butterflies 


and dragonflies.


Total number of birds seen
75


07/10/2006
Storm Petrel, Pintail, Eider, Marsh Harrier, Grey Partridge, 


Little Stint, Pectoral Sandpiper, Ruff, Spotted Redshank, 


Greenshank, Cuckoo, Kingfisher, Bearded Tit and Marsh 


Tit.


Total number of birds seen
75


03/06/2006
Highlights included: - Bittern; Barnacle Goose; Ruddy 


Duck; Marsh Harrier; Hobby; Avocet; Mediterranean Gull; 


Little Gull; Little Tern; Cuckoo; Woodlark; Nightingale; 


Redstart; Cetti's Warbler; Lesser Whitethroat; Bearded Tit.


Total number of birds seen
88


12/06/2004
The group saw a total of 83 bird species. Highlights were: 


- Bittern; Spoonbill; Marsh harrier; Hobby; Avocet; 


Sandwich, Common and Little Tern; Cuckoo; and 


Total number of birds seen
83


14/06/2003
A total of 85 bird species were seen. Highlights - Bittern; 


Hobby; Water Rail; Avocet; Spotted Redshank; Kittiwake 


and Bearded Tit. Mammals included a Weasel.


Total number of birds seen
85


15/06/2002
The group saw 84 bird species. Highlights were Bittern, 


Hobby, Spotted Redshank, Avocet, Kittiwake, Turtle Dove, 


Cuckoo, Black Redstart and Tree Pipit


Total number of birds seen
84


22/05/1999
Highlights: Bittern; Garganey; Marsh Harrier; Avocet; Little 


Tern; Cuckoo; Tawny Owl; Nightingale; Redstart; 


Whinchat; Spotted Flycatcher; Bullfinch and 


Total number of birds seen
84


New Forest,  Hampshire.  Grid Reference


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


16/05/1998
On this trip the group spotted 47 species of birds. 


Highlights included - Peregrine; Whinchat; Stonechat and 


Wheatear; Dartford warbler; Wood warbler; Spotted 


Flycatcher and Yellowhammer


Total number of birds seen
47


Pagham Harbour,  West Sussex.  Grid Reference  SZ8796


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


20/09/2003
71 bird species were spotted. Highlights included Pintail; 


Grey Partridge; Whimbrel; Spotted Redshank; 


Greenshank; Whinchat; Stonechat and Wheatear.


Total number of birds seen
71


21/11/1998
Highlights: Slavonian Grebe; Eider; Long-tailed Duck; 


Goldeneye; Red-breasted Merganser; Avocet; Spotted 


Redshank; Greenshank; Little Owl; Kingfisher; Firecrest; 


Siskin; and Yellowhammer


Total number of birds seen
75

Pulborough Brooks RSPB,  West Sussex.  Grid Reference  


TQ0517


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


18/04/2009
Most of the group saw and heard Nightingale. Other 


highlights included Lesser Whitethroat showing well and 


Bullfinch. Red Kite was also spotted. There were a good 


variety of raptor, wildfowl and warbler species. A female 


Adder was also found basking in the sun.


Total number of birds seen
64


29/01/2005
On this trip 60 bird species were seen. Highlights 


included - Pintail; Hen harrier; Barn owl; Short-eared owl; 


Bullfinch and Yellowhammer. Three Bank voles were also


 spotted.


Total number of birds seen
60


31/01/2004
42 species of birds seen. Highlights: - Pintail; Snipe and 


Bullfinch


Total number of birds seen
42


01/02/2003
68 bird species were seen. Highlights included 


Peregrine, kingfisher, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and 


Total number of birds seen
68


25/05/2002
The group saw 62 species of birds. Highlights included 


Kestrel, Hobby and Peregrine; Cuckoo, Nightingale and 


Nuthatch feeding young.


Total number of birds seen
62


Rye Harbour,  East Sussex.  Grid Reference  TQ9418


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


25/09/2004
The group spotted 63 bird species on this trip. Highlights 


were - Golden and Grey Plover; Greenshank; Arctic skua; 


Yellow wagtail; Wheatear and Raven.


Total number of birds seen
63


26/10/2002
57 species of birds were spotted including Pintail, Water 


Rail and various waders including Purple Sandpiper and 


Jack Snipe. Other highlights were Wheatear and Siskin.


Total number of birds seen
58


Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory,  Kent.  Grid Reference  


TR3557


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


20/09/2008
Pegwell Bay,  Kent.  
Everyone saw 3 Pied Flycatchers at Sandwich Bay Bird 


Grid Reference  
Observatory. Other highlights included Hobby, Whinchat, 


TR3463
Stonechat, Wheatear, Whimbrel, Ruff and Yellow Wagtail.


Total number of birds seen
67

Stodmarsh NNR,  Kent.  Grid Reference  TR2362


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


28/04/2007
Good variety of duck species including Garganey. Raptors


 included Marsh Harrier and Hobby. Waders included Ruff 


and Snipe. Other highlights Cuckoo; Yellow Wagtail; 


Nightingale; Cetti's Warbler and Bearded Tit.


Total number of birds seen
73


21/05/2005
Raptors included Marsh Harrier and Hobby. A Tawny Owl 


was seen. Other highlights, Yellow Wagtail and Bearded 


Total number of birds seen
55


17/04/2004
The group saw 77 species of birds and heard 3 more 


including Nightingale. Highlights included - Garganey; 


Marsh harrier; Hobby; Little ringed plover; Water pipit; 


Yellow wagtail; Wheatear; Fieldfare; Redwing; Bearded tit; 


and Lesser redpoll.


Total number of birds seen
78


26/04/2003
83 bird species seen on this trip. Highlights - Pintail; 


Garganey; Hobby; Water Rail; Yellow Wagtail; Nightingale;


 Cetti's Warbler; Bearded Tit and Bullfinch


Total number of birds seen
83


27/04/2002
The group saw 81 species of birds and 3 more were 


heard. There were a good variety of ducks including 


Gadwall, Teal, Pintail and Garganey. Marsh Harrier and 


Hobby were spotted. Waders included a Purple 


Sandpiper, Jack and Common Snipe and Greenshank.. 


Other highlights included Turtle Dove and Cuckoo.


Total number of birds seen
81


Strumpshaw Fen RSPB,  Norfolk.  Grid Reference  GR3406


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


25/04/1998
59 bird species were seen and 3 more were heard, 


including Grasshopper warbler. Highlights - Marsh harrier


 and Bullfinch.


Total number of birds seen
59


Thursley Common Nature Reserve,  Surrey.  Grid Reference  


SU9040


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


27/06/2009
Hobby, Woodlark, Tree Pipit, Redstart and Water rail were 


all seen by most of the group. Seventeen species of 


dragonfly were also found. Mammals included a Common


 Lizard and Roe Deer.


Total number of birds seen
35


Titchwell Marsh RSPB,  Norfolk.  Grid Reference  TF7544


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


24/10/1998
55 bird species were spotted. Highlights: - Slavonian 


Grebe; Pintail; Black-winged Stilt; Avocet; Little Stint; Jack 


Snipe and Grey Phalarope;.


Total number of birds seen
55


Walton-on-the-Naze,  Essex.  Grid Reference


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


26/09/1998
The group saw 57 species of birds in total. Highlights: - A 


variety of waders including Grey Plover, Sanderling and 


Curlew Sandpiper; Whinchat and Wheatear.


Total number of birds seen
57

Weeting Heath NWT,  Norfolk.  Grid Reference  TL7688


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


23/07/2006
Lakenheath Fen 
Stone Curlew, Turtle Dove, Cuckoo, Little Owl, Kingfisher, 


RSPB,  Suffolk.  Grid
Spotted Flycatcher and Golden Oriole. Marsh Harrier and 


 Reference  TL7286
Hobby.


Total number of birds seen
59


24/04/1999
Highlights: Stone curlew; Cuckoo; Kingfisher; Woodlark; 


Tree Pipit; Wheatear; Bullfinch and Yellowhammer


Total number of birds seen
59


Wicken Fen,  Cambridgeshire.  Grid Reference  TL5670


Date
Second site visited
Highlights/Comments


19/05/2007
A good variety of wildfowl. Raptors included Red Kite, 


Marsh Harrier and Hobby. Turtle dove, Cuckoo and Lesser


 Spotted Woodpecker.


Total number of birds seen
66

