Marylebone Birdwatching Society Trip to College Lake, Hertfordshire
Trip Date
09/04/2011
Type of trip
Local Outing
Start time:
10:30
Leaders name
David & Susie Davidson

Number including leader
19
End time:
15:00
Weather
Warm & sunny
Site details: College Lake, Hertfordshire.  Grid Ref:
Highlights/Comments:
Beautiful views in the sunshine and impressive new visitor centre. Quite a 

number of butterflies though only noticed Brimstone and Orange Tip. 

Tantalising bird song especially of warblers though a few eventually saw 

Blackcap and the wonderful Skylark which sang through our lunch stop. At 

one point we saw a bird of prey which a few were convinced was a Hobby 

(flying away from us) then in another direction we saw a definite Kestrel. 

Then a Buzzard which circled just above us – wonderful views. Having 

struggled to see the distant Snipe that Andy had spotted, we were all 

delighted to see not one but two Snipe just below us outside the Octagonal 

hide. We were able to watch these for a long time and several commented 

they’d not had such good close views of Snipe before.

John Benson was able to come on this trip and stayed near the visitor 

centre. His highlight was seeing two Kingfishers.
Birds heard:
Willow Warbler, possible Garden Warbler, Wren, Greenfinch, Green & Great 

Spotted Woodpeckers.
Birds seen
Great Crested Grebe
Grey Heron
Mute Swan
Canada Goose
Shelduck
Teal
Mallard
Shoveler
Tufted Duck
Common Buzzard
Kestrel
Hobby
Coot
Oystercatcher
Lapwing
Common Snipe
Redshank
Woodpigeon
Kingfisher
Skylark
Swallow
Pied Wagtail
Robin
Blackbird
Blackcap
Chiffchaff
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Jackdaw
Carrion Crow
Chaffinch
Goldfinch
Feral Rock Dove
Total: 33
Butterflies, moths, dragonflies and other insects
Brimstone
Orange Tip
Total: 2
Mammals, reptiles and amphibians
Grey Squirrel
Total: 1
