Report on the MBS coach outing 
to Thursley Common, 4 June 2011.
A very pleasant tea/comfort stop in the refectory restaurant alongside Guildford Cathedral set us up for a very good days birding at Thursley.

 

The pines around the Moat car park gave us our first calling Redstart of the day and some were lucky to see it here.

 

Four Swallows were flying over and swooping and feeding from the small lake adjacent to the car park. A few Mallard were also here. In the Pines I could hear calling Goldcrest seeping plus Blue and Great Tit and calling Chaffinch were seen.

 

Emerging from the cover of the pines and onto the boardwalk stretching across the heath and bog I immediately pointed out the first of several dashing Hobby of the day hunting for food. The slatey back, white face and red underside could be clearly seen. The chunky distant warbling call of Woodlark could also be heard so we were so far picking up the target species of this heathland.

 

A couple of nesting Lapwing calling took flight having some interaction with Carrion Crow.

 

Also ever present during the day were a couple of calling and flying Curlew - their calls very evocative of much higher ground. The Curlew were also seen feeding and bathing amongst the muddy boggy waters.

 

I noted a passing female Brimstone butterfly - white and the typical Brimstone profile.

 

A mobbed Buzzard - another target bird - was the next bird of prey to pass through. Its distinct markings could clearly be seen. A Carrion Crow was seeing it off. 

On the pools here Canada Goose with young, several Tufted Duck and a Moorhen were seen. All day long I could hear the monotonous call of Reed Bunting but never saw one.

 

The final bird of prey here was a hovering Kestrel.

 

Odonata activity was fairly low key but enough to keep an interest.

 

Just before we reached the next strip of Pine trees I heard a calling Tree Pipit but I was unable to find the bird.

 

Moving into the Pines we all had very good views of Redstart. Evidently we were told this was one of the nest site locations. The Redstart were perching out openly.

  

As we finally left the boardwalk Tree Pipit could be heard calling again - a long seep seep seep descending call.

 

Fortunately this bird was located and we had excellent views of it calling from the top of a tree. We also had very good views of its typical descending flight display with typical song call as well. Immediately nearby, at this hot spot excellent views of both perching male and female Redstart were had. 

 

To top this two Woodlark, with their typical chunky body shapes, flew over and landed together on a tree and gave everyone prolonged views. The small square white patch on their wings could also be seen plus their crest on their heads.

 

I pointed out a small fast flying Silver Studded Blue Butterfly, there were several seen today, of which I managed a photo showing the studs on the underside.

 

The lunch stop, amongst some shading Pines was also productive birdwise. I managed to prise out a couple of Spotted Flycatcher. Someone else also managed to locate the flycatcher’s nest site at the fork of two trees. I managed to see the bird’s long tail and part of head on its nest.

 

Great Spotted Woodpecker’s chucking call were heard here and seen as well. Someone else also located its nest hole.

 

After lunch we stepped out into the heat again and did a short circular walk over the sandy heath. A scratchy call of a Whitethroat could be heard and eventually everyone managed to see Stonechat, male and female perching out in the open.

 

Making our way back onto the boardwalk I managed to see with others a Slow Worm creeping quickly into cover. Other people were also seeing good numbers of Common Lizard, mainly sunning themselves on the boardwalk. Cotton Grass and Marsh Orchid were also seen.

 

Sitting quietly at the side of the boardwalk a few more Hobby fly-passes were had with evidence of them catching prey in flight and passing this prey, from their claws into their mouths in flight.

 

The finale of the day was had at the comfort stop on a service station on the way home when two Red Kite circled over the car park here, one being mobbed by a Carrion Crow.

 

A total of forty six species were seen with excellent views of the target species of Hobby, Redstart, Woodlark, Tree Pipit, Buzzard and Curlew.

 

Bonus birds included the Spotted Flycatchers and Red Kite.

 

Quality and not quantity was the order of the today.

 

George Kalli

