MBS and the Environment
Green and Fair – Although the MBS is not a campaigning group or even an information provider like the RSPB, most of us are concerned about a variety of environmental issues. We circulate news of campaigns, collect stamps for albatrosses, write letters to save wild spaces in Regent’s Park, share speculations on the dwindling House Sparrow population and, while enjoying wonderful photography of birds and landscapes near and far, we learn about farming and forestry, tourism and wildlife in our varied Indoor Meetings.

Weekend Breaks & Bird Holidays – Our President organises weekend birdwatching trips once or twice a year for MBS members. We have visited location across the UK such as the Somerset Levels, Portland and Norfolk. We travel to our destination by train and pay for the services of a minibus and a local expert bird guide. 

Many of us also go on birding holidays in Britain, across Europe or around the world with specialist travel companies like Birdquest, Naturetrek, Travelling Naturalist, Bird Holidays, Ornitholidays, Speyside Wildlife. These, like the increasing number of “Eco-Tours”, are conscious of their responsibilities to the environment and may have a conservation fund or contribute in other ways to local projects and raising awareness of environmental issues.

Local Outings – Every month, September to June, we explore the wonderful reserves there are in and around London. Unlike some bird clubs, our local field trips are designed to be accessible by public transport. There’s just one or two trips a year which require cars to ferry people from station to reserve. We even put the train times in our programme.

Fairtrade tea & coffee has been served at the interval of our Indoor Meetings for the last few years. For past Indoor Meetings occurring during Fairtrade Fortnight there have been special displays, for example on "Coffee, Chocolate and Birds". We continue, on special occasions like Fairtrade Fortnight, to provide Fairtrade biscuits and other extras but the tea & coffee is always Fairtrade. 
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