Report on the MBS local field outing 
to College Lake, 9 April 2011.
Five people arrived at Tring on the appointed train just before 10.20am and were found spaces in the waiting cars for the short drive to the College Lake Nature Reserve. There were 19 of us altogether for this Local Outing including John Benson who stayed near the impressive new visitor centre.
People were about to gather for a guided walk so we skipped the introductory talk and quickly moved into the large hide by the visitor centre. The two groups met a couple of times and we were asked to take the “low road” while they kept to the main track but there was room enough for all of us to enjoy this reserve at its best in the sunshine.

There were quite a number of butterflies though we only noticed two species: Brimstone and Orange Tip. There was much tantalising bird song especially from warblers though a few people eventually saw Blackcap and the wonderful Skylark which sang through our lunch stop. At one point we saw a bird of prey which a few were convinced was a Hobby (flying away from us) then in another direction we saw a definite Kestrel and then a Buzzard which circled just above us – wonderful views. Having struggled to see the distant Snipe that Andy had spotted, we were all delighted to see not one but two Snipe just below us outside the Octagonal hide. We were able to watch these for a long time and several commented they’d not had such good close views of Snipe before.

The highlight for John was seeing two Kingfishers!
Marion Hill, MBS member.
