Report on the MBS local field outing 
to Stocker’s Lake, 15 January 2011.
Twelve people gathered at Rickmansworth Station for the MBS Local Outing to Stocker’s Lake.  The designated leader wasn’t well and had handed maps etc over to Charles and Lynette just the day before at the Indoor Meeting. Our new leaders had not been able to do the recce they would normally have done but they and most of the group knew the site quite well and, aided by the maps and birdwatchers, dog walkers and fishermen met on route, we enjoyed a good walk and saw some great birds.

It was actually thanks to initial dithering about which way to go from the station that we saw our star bird. While some huddled over a map, Marion’s attention was caught by a twitter and flicker in a bush with red berries just to the right of the station. There was a pair of waxwing and a redwing on the same branch of this bush conveniently placed under a clock and soon all 12 of us were getting good prolonged views of the birds through binoculars and scopes. For most of us it was the first ever sight of a waxwing “in the flesh” or the first in the UK or at least the first this winter and it was exciting for all of us. The sighting was all the more special because we weren’t expecting them there and were not even looking for them, though talk of seeing or not seeing waxwings being prevalent in birdwatching circles helped speedy identification of the birds. 
As we walked round the lakes and woodland sharing sightings with birdwatchers and others we met on route, we were the envy of those who had started off from the car park including two trios of MBS members and friends who had not joined the MBS party at the station.
In exchange, we were told of an elusive goosander and a huge flock (anything from 40 to 200 cited) of siskin. Only a few of our group saw the goosander but we had lots of good views of goldeneye as well as shoveler, tufted duck, gadwall, pochard, mallard, great crested grebe and three lapwing. And, early on, we’d been delighted with views of a grey wagtail by the river.
It was after lunch in the hides along Stocker’s Lake that we set off in search of the flock of siskin which had several times been reported as “just a bit further along”. We heard them before we saw them - incredibly loud chatter. Having once seen them, high up in the trees, we saw them again several times after we’d turned back just beyond the “water rail hide” – where there’ve apparently been no reported sightings this winter. There’d been various reports of redpolls or other birds being mixed in with the siskin but we couldn’t pick out any individuals. It was the mass of birds that was impressive. Most exciting was when a flock of 60+ birds would suddenly fly off and circle before settling again in the trees.
Our total 41 species also included chaffinch and goldfinch, blue, coal, great and long-tailed tits, jackdaw, ring-necked parakeet and woodpeckers. We ended a most enjoyable outing with coffee/tea and cake in the relatively new Cafe in the Park before returning to the station about 4pm.
Marion Hill, MBS member.
